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We are continuing to work on reading improve-
ment with all of our students at MIS through the 
RtI (Response to Intervention) initiative.  All stu-
dents are either receiving interventions (I), sup-
port (S) or enhancement (E) activities, according 
to their individual need, during ISE time each 
day.  ISE is a 30 minute supplement to the daily 
Reading class.   
 
Back in the Fall, all students were administered 
the AIMSweb in order to determine fluency and 
comprehension levels.  Students were then placed 
in their ISE group according to need.  A few 
weeks ago, the MIS students were benchmarked 
again (Winter data) using the AIMSweb in order 
to determine progress made.  We are very pleased 
with the results as they showed that the interven-
tions, support and enhancements that are being 
implemented are helping students improve their 
reading skills. 
 
Teachers and administration are analyzing the 
data received to determine our next plan of ac-
tion.  New ISE Groups will be developed, and 
will begin meeting on February 8.  Students will 

continue to receive interventions, support or en-
hancement according to their current levels of 
performance. 
 
RtI is a federally mandated program that will be 
implemented in all schools across the country.    
The State of Illinois has determined that RtI will 
be in place by next school year in all public 
schools.   
 
As stated earlier, we are pleased with the progress 
our students are making.  We will benchmark 
students in the Spring in order to check progress 
again.  It is nice to see the confidence level in 
some of our students improve, as well as their 
transferring of skills learned during ISE time into 
their Reading class and daily reading experiences. 
 
We continue to strive for educational excellence 
at MIS.  The implementation of ISE within RtI is 
helping us reach our goal. 
 
 
      Michael J. Krugman 
             Principal 

(Pictured left to right) Peyton Vecchiet, Zachary 
Vecchiet, Catherine DeRe, Taryn Kane, Megan 
Kane and Gianna Gricus 

Fourth grade student, Catherine DeRe and several of 
her friends from MES watched the news as the dev-
astation in Haiti unfolded.  They felt a bit helpless, 
but still wanted to try and do something to make a 
difference.  Through the inspiration of older siblings 
who helped with the relief efforts in New Orleans a 
few years ago, the kids put together a plan.  The kids 
got together and baked cookies, made hot chocolate 
and colorful signs.  They shoveled a spot on the cor-
ner of their street and set up a stand.  For two and a 
half hours this group of friends sold hot chocolate 
and cookies to raise money for those suffering in 
Haiti.  They raised $410 from selling the cookies and 
hot chocolate, a place of business from one of the 
parents matched that contribution dollar for dollar, 
and when the kids back at school heard about it, they 
even made donations.  All donations went to the Red 
Cross for the relief in Haiti.  Our local news stations 
heard of the story and included them on their evening 
newscast.  We are all very proud of Catherine and 
her friends.  It’s amazing what you can do when you 
put your mind to it. 

Helping Haiti ! 



It’s hard to believe we are more than 
half way through the school year.  
The MIS staff and students had a 
busy first portion of the year and 
have many things planned for the 
second half. 
Several MIS students and their fami-
lies participated in the Family Math 
Night.  Each family played various 
math games throughout the evening.  
At the end of the evening, each fam-
ily was given a packet with direc-
tions and supplies to each game that 
they played.  We hope they will have 
fun playing the games and practicing 
their math skills at home. 
Congratulations to Taylor Miron 
who was the best estimator of the 
evening. Taylor estimated how much 
candy was in the container and she 
was exact.  Way to go Taylor!  We 

would like to give a 
special thank you to 
the Kiwanis Club for 
sponsoring this year’s Family Math 
Night and the Lincoln-Way High 
School Key Club members for help-
ing out. 
    
     Sincerely, 
 
 

     Patti Bogdan 

    Assistant Principal 
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WELCOME TO MIS  
 
We would like to welcome two 
student teachers to MIS for the 
second semester.  Miss Kala Zack-
owitz is working with Mrs. Coltri 
and her fourth grade students.  
Miss Zackowitz is a graduate from 
Eastern Illinois University in the 
field of consumer sciences.  She is 
currently attending Saint Xavier 
University and will receive her 
Master’s in Elementary Education.  
Miss Jessica Galka is working with 
Mrs. McDonough and her fifth 
grade students this semester.  Miss 
Galka also attends St. Xavier Uni-
versity and is currently finishing 
her degree in Elementary Educa-
tion with an emphasis in Math. We 
wish these ladies the best of luck 
and hope they enjoy their stay at 
MIS. 
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Twitter.com 
Mokena District 159 has now joined Twitter.  Follow what's happening around the district by going to, Twitter.com/
mokena159. 
 
New Traffic Laws 
As of January 1, 2010 new traffic laws came into effect in Illinois.   
 
· Drivers are prohibited from using an electronic communication device to compose, send, or read an electronic mes-

sage while operating a motor vehicle on a roadway.  Electronic message is defined as electronic mail, a text message, 
an instant message, or a command or request to access an Internet site. 

· Drivers are prohibited from using a wireless telephone while operating a vehicle in a school zone or on a highway in 
a construction or maintenance speed zone. 
 

More details on these new laws can be found at http:///www.dot.il.gov/. 
 
Registration 
 
Kindergarten Registration will be held on March 16, 2010 at Mokena Elementary School. 

    A-K – 5:30-7:00pm 
     L-Z – 7:00-8:30pm 
 

Registration packets will be ready for pick-up on February 22, 2010. 
 
Registration for 2010-2011 – All students 
The registration procedure will be changing for the 2010-2011 school year.  Registration will now take place in person 
rather than through the mail.  In addition, District 159 residents will be required to provide proof of residency.  Proof of 
residency will then be required on a yearly basis as mandated. 
You will receive your registration documents in advance of registration.  These documents will be brought to the in-
person registration on any of the following dates: 
              August 5 (8am-4pm) 
              August 10 (noon-8pm) 
              August 12 (noon-8pm) 
 
Please look for updates regarding registration on the district web page and school newsletters in the near future. 

 
Virtual Backpack  
Mokena School District 159 is pleased to announce a new Virtual Backpack which is located on the district’s website 
homepage.  You will find flyers from community groups and municipal agencies in the Virtual Backpack.  The flyers are 
posted in PDF format so they can be downloaded and/or printed on the computer.   Please check the Virtual Backpack 
frequently, as new information is always being added. 
 
Sound the Bell 
There is a new Sound the Bell, District Newsletter on the District’s website homepage.  Please take a look in order to 
gather more information and see what’s happening around the district. 
 
Young Rembrandts 
Young Rembrandts is a drawing and cartooning class that is offered to MIS students at the school throughout the year.  
Please check the Virtual Backpack located on the district’s webpage for a registration form. 
 
Progress Reports 
Progress Reports will now be going home with the students.  You can expect your child’s 
3rd quarter Progress Report to be coming home on Wednesday, February 24, 2010. 
 
Fire Department Essay Contest 
Congratulations to fifth grade students, Amy Lenkiewicz and Sierra Cady.  Both girls 
were winners in the Fire Department Essay Contest.  Amy and Sierra received their prize 
during a Trustee Meeting last month and were also recognized during the January School 
Board meeting as they led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. Nice job girls! 
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Bringing Lunch to Your Child  
 

Parents are able to bring in lunch for their child on a special occasion.  We would appreciate 
being notified of this in the office, prior to your child’s lunch period.  We ask that you only 
bring lunch for your child, though, and not for his/her friends.  There are a number of food al-
lergies that we need to monitor, and this is not possible when a child is given a lunch by some-
one else. The only exception to this would be if a parent has pre-planned, with the classroom 
teacher, to provide lunch for their child’s entire class.  This way, parents are notified ahead of 
time and have the option to have their child participate or not.  Thank you for helping us ensure 
the safety of our students. 

 

Tryouts for the 5th Grade Talent Show were held last month and rehearsals are under way!  The 
show will be performed on Wednesday, March 31 at 7:00 PM in the MIS North Gym.  Congratu-
lations to the following students: 
 
DANCERS: 
Anna Abel, Te’a Casey, Marina Esparza, Baily Faber, 
Molly Gavin, Valerie Grilli, Lindsey LaMorte, Rachel Michalak, Meghan Miteraj, Mariah 
O’Donoghue, Danielle O’Hare,  Hayley Papoccia, Jamie Schneider, Allison Schultz, Elizabeth 
Tarrant,  Jenna Wasso, Katya Zakula, Taylor Zivat 
 
VARIETY: 
Abdal Ahmed, Lauren Franceshini 
 
SINGERS: 
Haley Anderson, Dominic Bartolini, Sierra Cady, Nicole Grzybowski, Becky LiVigni, 
Mason Maze, Abby Zeller, Kayla Zimbauer 
 
INSTRUMENTALISTS: 
Julia Bortscheller, Moira Garvey, Bridget King, Zach Wiberg 
 
ACTORS: 
Karsyn Burns, Megan Carr, Tatiana Cazares, Justin Daley, Kayla Deang, Lauren Franceschini, 
Rosie Lagone, Amy Lenkiewicz, Karen Martini, Marleigh McDonough, Connor Nass, Anna 
Piech, Grace Pieczynski, Kendall Pignato, Paige Snyder, Matt Von Holst, Abby Vyhnanek 
 
CREW: 
Alyson Bazik, Maddie Osowski, Rachel Snyder, Kayla Ray, Lindsey Rowoldt 
 

St Jude Children’s 
Hospital Math-a-thon 

On February 5, MIS will begin a Math-a-thon to benefit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.  MIS students will have the oppor-
tunity to help the children of the world who are stricken with diseases like cancer, AIDS, and sickle cell disease.  The students 
will be able to help others, and brush up on their math skills at the same time.  Each student that participates will seek sponsors 
who pay for the math problems they complete in the Math Funbook.  The students will also receive prizes determined by the 
amount of pledges they receive.  More information on this event will be coming home on February 5.  Any businesses or clubs 
that would like to make a donation to the St. Jude Children’s Hospital, please contact Patti Bogdan at (708) 342-4860. 
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ATTENTION! 
The 3 on 3 Tournament will be held on 
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REGISTRATION  
 

Monday, February 8, 2010 
7:00 P.M. 

MJHS 
 

Registration forms will be available at MIS and 
MJHS soon. 
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Congratulations  
Free Throw Contest 
Congratulations to the following two 5th grade students who have advanced 
in the Knights of Columbus Free Throw contest, Rachel Brusich and Andrew 
Werniak.  We wish the best of luck in the next round of competition. 



Computer Lab News… 
 
Once again the computer lab is being used to the fullest with 
students coming in to perfect their math 
skills using the Math Quiz Show and 
working on the Pearson Math website.  
The quiz show gives the students sample 
questions that will be on the upcoming 
test.  The scores are VERY impressive. 
Some of the other classes have been 
working on their writing skills and artistic 
abilities.  Microsoft Word is a great place 
to express your verbal imagination and 
the ability to convey a story to your read-
ers.  Paint is a general program that a student can use their 
artistic abilities and make drawings that show the interpreta-
tion of a sentence, paragraph, or a story that they have read. 
 
Technology Tip… 
When using an external flash drive, you MUST stop the drive 
before removing it from the computer.  In the lower right 
hand corner of the screen, click on the little icon that will stop 
the drive.  If the drive is removed without stopping the func-
tion, you run the risk of damaging the files and the drive. 
 

News from the Learning Center 
 
Welcome back to the Learning Cen-
ter!  We played a game called “Ups and 
Downs” to review general Learning Cen-
ter rules and information. 
It was similar to “Chutes and Ladders” so 
most of the students were familiar with 
the game.  
The next week we listened to a book on 
tape. Some students listened to “Niagara 
Falls or Does it ? “ by Henry Winkler and some listened to 
“The Secrets of Dripping Fang-Book 1-The Onts” by Dan 
Greenburg.  
After that we talked about short stories, poetry, funny stories 
and jokes and riddles. The children enjoyed finding jokes or 
riddles to share with the class. I read a poem by Shel 
Silverstein to them called “Sick” . They were really amused 
by it. 
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Animal PowerPoint Presentations 
Students in Miss Horsch’s classroom have been researching invasive species for their Animal PowerPoint Presentations.  
The topic was selected because of the increase in news reports about these invaders to the Great Lakes.  The Asian Carp 
is in the local news because scientists are currently trying to prevent it from reaching Lake Michigan. Another invasive 
species is the deadly Lionfish, which is invading the Caribbean and its surrounding waters.  Altogether, twelve different 
invasive species were presented by groups of 2-3 students using PowerPoint. 
 
Time to Celebrate 
Terra Nova testing was recently completed by all fifth grade students. To encourage the students to attend school during 
the testing days and to perform at their best, a reward recess was used as an incentive.  The students earned their reward 
recess and were able to enjoy recess outside in the snow.  Many snowmen were built and a good time was had by all!  
Mrs. Clavenna, Mrs. Darling, Mrs. Field and Ms. Grice’s class all participated in this fun activity. 
 



 

 

 

Bigger is not always better! 

  Increased serving sizes contribute to overeating.  
Your restaurant meal may really be the equivalent of 
3-4 servings. 

He who is fastest does not always finish first! 

  Eating fast leads to overeating, slow down and you’ll 
feel full before you eat too much.  

You are what you eat! 

 Eat more whole foods and less processed foods.  
Eat a variety of foods to ensure you get all the 
different nutrients your body needs. 

How come no one ever 
tells me we’re having a 
party in my office?  I 
don’t even  have any 
decorations ready.  

Nursing News You Can Use  

HUMOR IS THE BEST         
MEDICINE!       
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT! 
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HEALTHY QUOTES! 
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Although it seems like it has been winter 
forever we still have two months of cold 
weather to go.  Washing your hands is the 
best defense against the germs that cause 
colds and flu,  so wash, wash, wash.  You 
can also help to stop the spread of illness 
by keeping children with fever, vomiting 
and diarrhea at home for twenty four hours.   

 
SOMETHING YOU SHOULD KNOW 

 
There are 206 bones in the adult body.  
The calcium you ingest and store now 
will help to keep them strong for their 
lifetime. 

 
 
 

Drink milk for 
strong bones! 

YOU MIGHT BE A FREQUENT FLYER IF….. 
· If you instruct other students in what to do while in the 

nurse's office…………………………………………………… 
   …………………..You might be a frequent flyer. 
· If you sneak into the nurse's office before or after 

lunch…………….You might be a frequent flyer. 


